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BROWN BEAR BUS LINE 


It will take a little while to get there, but the background 
makes interesting reading. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, October 9, 1933. 

BIG ATTRACTION AT SALMON CREEK ROAD 
HOUSE THIS EVENING 

The silver-toned Texas Cowboy, L.L. Shaw, known as “Texas Red,” and his guitar, is the 
big special added attraction at the Salmon Creek Road House tonight. 


Shaw was for five months with the Hoot Gibson company at Hollywood, Cal. He enter- 
tained for six weeks at Yosemite National Park in California, and was engaged for six 
weeks at the Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona. 


Wrangell Sentinel, April 2, 1937. 

GOATS BY PLANE 

Anchorage - Local aviators have branched out into animal air transport here following 
the lead of Star Airways which delivered the second consignment of six reindeer from 
Naknek last Saturday to be used here by a movie producer. 


Shortly after the reindeer were landed, Pilot Bert Ruoff left with several live goats con- 
signed to “Texas Red” Shaw on the Skwentna River. Shaw like goat meat while engaged 


in trapping. 


Kusko Times, McGrath, October 22, 1937 
New Trading Post Established. 

Sleetmute is getting to be quite a little village. Nick Mellick will soon have his new up-to- 
date store building finished. Across from Nicks place George Clyde and his father-in-law 
Bill Liske have just established a small trading post which they hope to see grow. George 
has been employed as a radio operator at Bear Creek ‘eee re 
for the past several seasons. Across from Clyde, two | BROWN EE AK 
miles below Mellick, L.L. “Red” Shaw has a new B LIS 

trading post under construction. Shaw is a new ar- | SeQuLS 


Remember Chauncy Peterson? He owned the Pan- 
handle Saloon (page 33, 2022). 


rival from the other side. Previous to coming here, |, bya. Kods Lvo. isso 
Shaw worked for Chauncey Peterson of Anchor- | hae ma been "6 
age, driving taxi and running a bus between An- 2:30 P. LiGG Fe 
chorage and Palmer. The new trader spent one sea- || 4:30" 5:00 (OM 
son with the Alaska Guides and is quite familiar with |; }0+1° 10745." 
fur, having put in a few seasons trapping on the | Speeial rtor Rat 
Squintna River. | 9 Oey Sraeaia erie 

| Ride in Comfort, “Treed 

| 


Kodiak Mirror, December 1, 1961. | 

(Reporting on events of 1940) : 2 

September 6, 1940. 26 HOURS A DAY 
. | BROWN BEAR BUS 

The guests danced to the music of the Holden Hot | Red Ovner 

Shots and “Red” Shaw demonstrated his versatility | 

on the guitar. Kodiak Mirror, July 12, 1940 


Shaw y 


continued on page 91 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Well, this issue is later than usual, but still timely. 


I am composing this newsletter on my WinXP laptop, 
as the Win98 desktop has given up the ghost. My 
computer mechanic was able to salvage the data on 
the hard drive of the old computer, so I was able to 
piece this back together. Most importantly, he saved 
the mailing lists! Now I am waiting for a USB to 
parallel cable so I can print out the address labels 
(hasn’t happened yet). 


I went down another rabbit hole this issue, and it is 
nearly all Kodiak. We can put some tokens into a 
better time frame. There is no mention of Solly’s in 
the Kodiak Mirror prior to 1963, indicating that all 
Solly’s tokens from Kodiak are post-statehood. 


Many thanks to the American Vecturist Association 
for allowing us to reprint some information about the 
transportation tokens of Kodiak. This tells us what 
was known and when. We hope to glean information 
from The Fare Box about other Alaska transporta- 
tion tokens as we research other areas in the Library 
of Congress Chronicling America newspapers. 


Our thanks also go to J.D. Williams for his article on 
the Arctic Thunder air show. This is a more abbrevi- 
ated version than what we have done in the past. 


eBay was interesting this month with very strong prices 
for very common tokens, and stronger than usual 
prices for better, but still common tokens. The 
Fairbanks Masonic was a stock penny that was en- 
graved for Fairbanks. 
Oe oe 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, $1, B-1c 49.00 
Anchorage, Canteen Bar, 12'4¢, B-10a 78.00 
Anchorage, Cheechako Tav., 12’2¢, B-11bV 31.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, B-la 128.49 
Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 12'2¢, B-1b 41.83 
Fairbanks, engraved Masonic Penny 137.50 
Haines, W.R. Smith, 1212¢, B-12a° 274.99BOA 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel Bar, 64¢, B-2allI 36.00 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Store, 64¢, B-29a 26.00 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 12'2¢, B-60bI 89.00 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, 25¢, B-60c? 12.50 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 36.00 
Palmer, ARRC, $1, B-1£, NGC-60 299.990B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blI 45.00 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 7.990B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 78.99 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12’4¢ I/T, B-4b 53.00 
Tierra del Fuego, Soc. Exp., | Peso (red) 456.33 


OB =Opening Bid; NB= No Bid; RL=relist; R= Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it 
now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; 
SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


CORRECTION 


Last issue on page 78 we reported that the Sportsman’s 
Lodge 1967 Purchase Centennial set had a mintage 
of 100. Kurtis Hawk corrects us stating that 1,000 
sets were made. 


HERITAGE MUSEUM 


Steven Levi reports that the tokens and coins in the 
Wells Fargo Heritage Museum have been donated to 
the Anchorage Museum. 


PEDRO PENNIES 


The Fairbanks Daily News-Miner did a nice write up 
on Arctic Travelers Felix Pedro elongated machine. 
Google pedro penny crusher. That should find it. 


ALASKA NATIONAL BANK NOTES 
Esylum reported on a massive on line book about 
National Bank notes. The Alaska chapter can be 
found at: https://s3.amazonaws.com/nbencyclopedia. 
spmc.chapter-f02-ak-district-and-territory.pdf 


BROWN BEAR BUS LINE, cont. 


New Bus. L.L. “Red” Shaw returned to town aboard 
the North Coast last Friday with a brand new bus 
for his Brown Bear Bus line between Kodiak and 
Naval Air Station. 


Kodiak Mirror, October 11,1941. 

L.L. “Red” Shaw and his son Mike, left on the 
Cordova for Anchorage, where he will locate in 
the future, having disposed of his business here 
in town. 


Kodiak Mirror, May 7, 1949. 
Reflections in the Mirror 
8 years ago - 1941 
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Bus Schedule 
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The Kodiak Transit Co., owned by Bill Smith and 
Basil O’Neil, bought the interest and equipment 
of the Brown Bear Bus Line, owned by L.L. Shaw. 
Both operated between the base and the town. 


Kodiak Mirror, May 8, 1943. 

L.L. “Red” Shaw, former bus line operator of the 
Brown Bear Bus line in this city, arrived by plane 
this week on a short business trip. Shaw has been 
working at Whittier, and recently moved a boat- 
load of cargo to Seward. 


Kodiak Mirror, May 15, 1943. 

Linnie L. “Red” Shaw, former bus line operator 
here left this week for Anchorage after a brief 
visit. Shaw was fined $250 in federal court at 


Anchorage May 4 when he pleaded guilty to il- 
licit sales of liquor at Whittier. Shaw was charged 
with selling liquor from his boat, the Patricia. 


There appears to have been a nasty divorce between 
L.L. “Red” Shaw and his wife Maxine in 1941. They 
were granted alternate custody of their son in the 
divorce. In 1944, Mr. Shaw took is son to Arizona 
and did not turn him over to his mother at the appro- 
priate time. The former Mrs. Shaw (now Mrs. 
Branham - see below) filed legal charges in Arizona. 
These charges were dismissed. Nothing further is 
reported. 


Kodiak Mirror, June 14, 1945. 

A coming picture article in Look magazine about 
post-war possibilities in the Anchorage area will 
be of special interest to Kodiak people, as the 
couple chosen to be portrayed in the lay-out is Lt. 
“Bud” Branham, well-known while stationed here, 
and his wife Maxine, a hostess for Alaska Air- 
lines, the former Mrs. L.L. Shaw, who lived in 
Kodiak for some time. 


The Fare Box, American Vecturist Association, 
August, 1958. 

Brown Bear Bus Line Tokens Now Used as Hat 
Checks 

As a result of some investigating, Paul Fouts of 
Seattle has learned that the Brown Bear tokens of 
Kodiak, Alaska, are being used in a local night 
club up there as hat checks. The tokens have had 
a hole punched through them, and various num- 
bers have been counterstamped on them. Once 
quite rare, a few more of these tokens turned up 
in recent years. But whoever had the supply of 
them up in Alaska has now found a more practi- 
cal use for them. They were first used as hat checks 
about 1945, so even the altered ones may now be 


gone.. 


WANTED TO BUY—Kodiak bus 
tokens “U.S. Naval Base,” Kod- 
iak AAA, & Brown Bear Bus 
Line. Call Tanner, N.S. Ph 0-307. 

13-ly 


Kodiak Mirror, December 13, 1958. 


91 


MILITARY AT KODIAK 


Kodiak Mirror, November 26, 1960. 

The Naval Station was first commissioned as a 
Section Base in January, 1941, but actually, Navy- 
wise, Kodiak hit its stride when it was designated 
a Naval operating base in June of ‘42. There was 
a Submarine Base out at Nyman’s Peninsula, an 
Air Station, a communication Station, A fleet 
weather command and an Army command at Fort 
Greely. 


The NOB (Naval Operating 
Base) tokens are a bit of a mys- 
tery. After over 40 years of this 
newsletter, there has been very 
little in the way of information 
about these tokens. 


Only one, “milk token,” gives any indication of use. I 
had to go all the way back to June, 1980 to grab this 
image (the days of rubbings). 


Another odd token is the U.S. Naval Air Base, Car- 
penters Local 2162. The Fare Box, publication of the 
American Vecturist Association sheds some light. 


The Fare Box, American Vecturist Association, 
March, 1961. 


Carpenters Local Token of Kodiak, Alaska 

This token, Alaska 500 B, containing no indica- 
tion on it that it was ever used for transportation, 
has always been a source of puzzlement to us. It is 
extremely rare, there being only five of them in the 
hands of collectors. However, Mr. Atwood tells us 
it was used on a small private bus leased to the 
Government to carry employees to their jobs on 
the Naval Air Base. The bus was only for work- 
men, all of whom belonged to Carpenters Local 
2162, and the tokens were given to them. This ser- 
vice was eventually taken over by Brown Bear Bus 
Line. 
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Kodiak Mirror, February 13, 1943. 
SERGEANT’S CLUB 
‘PUTS ON THE DOG’ 


A cocker spaniel purchased from Dr. A. Bates Jones 
by Sgt. McCarthy, Fort Greely, has been chris- 
tened Sgt. Boots and in addition has been made a 
member of the Forts newly organized Sergeants 
Club. 


Sgt. Boots’ membership card gives his Serial No. 
as 000 and lists him as belonging to the “Under- 
ground Ballon (Balloon?) Corp.” (Note: That 
was passed by the censor). 


Kodiak Mirror, May 8, 1943. 
Brothels Closed 


Permanent closing of all houses of prostitution in 
Kodiak was made effective this week by order of 
high military authority and Sunday such houses, 
reported to be 7 in number, closed. No deporta- 
tion action was included in the order. 


The move here follows similar action already taken 
in many other cities in the Territory and States. 


Kodiak Mirror, February 23, 1946. 

Military Insists on OPA Liquor Prices 

Local liquor dealers have received a letter from 
Lt. Col. Henry Masse, U.S. Marines, provost mar- 
shal, informing them that any dealer selling liquor 
at above OPA prices will be subject to being placed 
out of bounds by the military. 


The Liquor Dealers’ association has since met and 
discussed the letter but whatever action was taken 
was not divulged by association officials. 


MILITARY AT KODIAK, cont. 


Kodiak Mirror, September 3, 1960. 
Informal Dance at Marine Club 


The first informal dance of the season will be held 
tonight (Friday) at the Marine Enlisted Club on 
the Naval Station. The dance will begin at 8 p.m. 


Dress is informal according to the announcement, 
and free soft drinks will be supplied. 


A bus will leave the Post Office at 7:30 p.m. for 
the convenience of the young ladies of Kodiak 
who wish to attend the dance. Two chaperones 
will be aboard the bus, according to M/Sgt. Garcia, 
president of the Board of Governors of the Club. 
A bus will also be available to return those at- 
tending from town. 


Kodiak Mirror, January 6, 1951. 

Slot Machines Bite the Dust 

The “one-armed-bandits” took a terrible beating 
from “Uncle Sam” and his boys this week at the 
local Navy Station and Fort Greely. 


All slot machines were removed from clubs at Fort 
Greely last Monday anticipating that President 
Truman would sign the bill outlawing gambling 
devices, Lt. Col. Walter J. Cagney said. 


The “one-arm-bandits”’ were taken out of the NCO 
Club and the Fort Greely Civilian Engineers Club 
to fulfill a directive from the Adjutant General, 
issued after Senate Bill 3357 was passed by both 
houses. 


The President signed the bill into law Tuesday, thus 
outlawing gambling devices on federal reserva- 
tions. 


On Wednesday the Navy collected all the machines 
on station, smashed them out of shape and hauled 
them out to see and dumped them overboard. 


Slot machines were removed from the premises of 
local bars and clubs four or five months ago. 


Kodiak Mirror, February 28, 1942. 


Office at Sitka Opened for Marine Enlistment 
The Marine Barracks at the Naval Air Station, 
Sitka, is now authorized to enlist men in the regu- 
lar Marine Corp. for four years or in the Marine 
Reserve for the duration of the war. 


Applicants must be native-born or fully natural- 
ized, 17 to 30 old, unmarried, have no dependents, 
be no less than 66 inches nor more than 74 inches 
in height, and must pass the required physical 
exam. 


Any marine who has been discharged less than 
four years may re-enlist and be re-appointed to 
the rank held prior to discharge. 


FT. GREELY, DELTA JCT. 


No date is found for the closing of Ft. Greely at 
Kodiak. Kodiak Transit Company was still running 
buses to Ft. Greely in 1952. Holiday and other events 
were continuing, including the families of the soldiers. 


Ft. Greely at Delta Junction was originally Big Delta 
Army Air Field, later changed to Allen Air Field. It is 
now home to the Cold Regions Test Center and 
Midcourse Missile Defense (launch site for anti-bal- 
listic missiles). 


Chits are punch cancelled. 


The chits come in light card stock and paper variet- 
ies. 
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TAVERN 


gay seas 


CLOW LS 


SHIP’S 
é ST R 


The Ship’s Tavern token seem to predate these ar- 
ticles and ads. 


Kodiak Mirror, July 12, 1940. 

To take care of the increase in business antici- 
pated in the near future, the Ship’ Tavern is add- 
ing to its present building a 14 x 16 storage room. 
Work is going right ahead under the supervision 
of Barney McCoy, and is expected to be completed 
within the next two weeks. 


THE 
FISHERMAN’S 
AND 
SEAMAN’S 
HEADQUARTERS 


“You are Always Welcome Here’’ 


SHIP’S TAVERN 


W. A. Schultz, Prop. 


@) 


+ 


Kodiak Mirror, October 11, 1941. 


The Ship’s Tavern seems to have had more owners 
than Carter’s had little pills. The 1941 ad shows W.A. 
Schultz, Prop. Some time between 1941 and 1948, it 
was sold to the DeYoungs. Then, in 1948... 


Kodiak Mirror, August 21, 1948. 

DeYoungs sell Ship’s 

Sale of the Ship’s Tavern and adjoining apart- 
ments was recorded this week. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kim DeYoung have sold the prop- 
erty to Bertha E. Nachtweth, William Criss and 


Eugene Erwin. 


Then by 1952 it is owned by Kossoff & Foley. 
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The 
| Ships Tavern 
= —) 
| If you get Uold 
| COME IN! 
| 


+ We furnish Furnace Heat 


if that won't do 
lf we have “liquid heat” 
y 


Kodiak Mirror, February 23, 1952. 


acne mS 


KOSOFF & FOLEY 


an ae aN rear ner arena 


And in 1953, yet another new owner. 


Kodiak Mirror, August 15, 1953. 

Ship’s Floats New Bar 

A grand opening to commemorate the installation 
of a new back bar at the Ships Tavern was held 
last Friday night. 


The “new” equipment once graced the old Butler 
Hotel in Seattle. It was described in the Seattle 
Times as “a glittering fount of pre-prohibition 
gayety.”” 


The bar and equipment was purchased by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gottschalk, owners of the Ship’s Tavern. 


Kodiak Mirror, February, 1, 1958. 

New home owners are Harry and Eleanor 
Gottschalk, who recently purchased the Ernest 
Brickell home on Spruce Street. They plan to move 
in sometime next week. 


The Gottschalks, who operate the Ships Tavern, 
recently returned from California where they spent 
three months while Gottschalk recuperated from 
major surgery. 


HIPS BAR 


KODIAK, AK. 


Some time after 1958, the Ship’s Tavern transitioned 
to the Ship’s Bar. 


MECCA BAR 


Kodiak Mirror, June 21, 1940. 

On a dark, rainy night, the warm glow of that 
Olympic beer neon sign above the door of the 
Mecca Bar is surely hard to resist, for that chilled- 
to-the-bone feeling. 


MECCA 
me \ ty 


{ Roy Sardcer, 
! 3 Ovrmor 


Kodiak Mirror, July 26, 1940. 


Kodiak Mirror, December 13, 1958. 

Took an advance look into the kitchen at the new 
Mecca 49 Room Wednesday morning, before it 
officially opened. Chef Ray Wilson was busily 
working away so we just peered into a few car- 
tons and immediately began feeling pangs of hun- 
ger... the largest prawns we have ever seen (from 
Hong Kong)... thick steaks... those were just a 
few tempting items we saw. No wonder we have 


heard so many good reports of the food served... 
Wonder if the Editor could be persuaded to take 
his assistant out to dinner when the paper is put 
to bed? Guess we will gradually begin to plant 
the idea in his mind... 

a a AR a ak 
We proudly sezcunce 

The Opening of 
The Mecca “49 Room” 


Wednesday, December 10, 1958 


{ 
{ 
For your Dining Pleasure | 

Serving i 
Luncheons and Dinners | 


Lawchooas from 11:30 A.M. te 200P.M. Dinsers Served trom S00 P.M. Baily 


Catering to 
Banquets Receptions Clube Parties 


ae ese | 


Kodiak Mirror, December 6, 1958. 


The Mecca Bar 49 Room opened on December 10, 
1958, just days before statehood. 


Kodiak Mirror, March 1, 1963. 

Dorothy Spencer Leases Mecca Club 

Effective Friday, March 1, Mrs. Dorothy Spencer 
is taking over the Mecca Bar, the 49 Room and 
the Mecca Liquor Store from Herman Schultz. 


Schultz says he will remain in Kodiak to work on 
his boat, do some fishing and generally relax. 


The establishment is owned by Roy Snyder. 
Mrs. Spencer is former part owner of the Beach- 
combers and the Village Bar and has wide cater- 


ing and liquor management experience. 


Did someone say theVillage Bar? See page 98. 


SOLLY’S 


Kodiak Mirror, July 7, 1945. 

Mrs. Sol Urie, of Seward, left for her home yes- 
terday after a few days’ visit with her son, Sidney, 
who is in the navy stationed here. 


Kodiak Mirror, May 3, 1963 
Kodiak Mirror, July 26, 1963 
Sol Urie Visits 
Sol Urie, well known Seward businessman was in 
Kodiak this week visiting with his sons Martin 
and Sid along with whom he owns Solly’s office 
here. Although Mr. Urie has been a visitor to 
Kodiak many times previously in the past three 
decades, he was greatly impressed with the gen- 
eral business activity of the area. 


Solly’s had a number of tokens for Solly’s Office 
that can kind of sort of be placed in chronological 


order. 
Presumably, the Rain Check, Good for One Snort 
(B-13a) was the first, perhaps in use when Solly’s 


Office first opened. 

Less than year later, Kodiak (and all of south central 
Alaska) was hit by the earthquake. Solly’s Office 
issued commemorative tokens for the Earthquake and 
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Tidal Wave, March 27, 1964. 
In 1965, still rebuilding from the Earthquake, a set of 


“Plywood Palace Days” tokens were issued. 
Finally, the last (and my favorite) dated (1966) set of 
tokens was issued for the first year of “The Cry of 
the Wild Ram,” a play about the life of Alexander 
Baranof. The tokens were good for 2’ Roubles (in 
Russian) in trade. The token proclaims the “Grand 
Opening” of Solly’s Office. Must have been a grand 
re-opening celebrating the rebuilding after the Earth- 
quake. 


We will give more information on “The Cry of the 
Wild Ram” in an up-coming issue that looks at the 
numismatic items related to the arts in Alaska. 


There are many more tokens from Solly’s in Kodiak 
and these are illustrated and discussed in my book 
“Tinnahs & Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles,” page 


GOOD FOR ONE 
SNORT 


KODIAK, ALASKA 


379. 

Here is a token we had not seen, from a different 
time when being drunk was amusing. Remember Red 
Skelton’s Willie Lump Lump? And Otis on the Andy 
Griffith show? Not so much any more. It is gold on 
white plastic, 36.5mm without the loop. 


VILLAGE BAR 


The Village Bar is one of those establishments that 
seemed to change ownership frequently. I suspect 
that the tokens for sale on page 101 were issued af- 
ter these news items. 


Kodiak Mirror, February 1, 1958. 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF PARTNER- 
SHIP 

The partnership of Dorothy M. Cummings and 
Irene J. Hansen has been terminated effective the 
close of business January 31, 1958. 


The Village Bar will be continued under the part- 
nership of Dorothy M. Cummings and Barbara 
M. Williams from and after February 1, 1958. 


Kodiak Mirror, March 12, 1960. 

New Partner at Village Bar 

The Village Bar is now under the management of 
Barbara Williams and her new partner, Shelia 
Haskins. 


Dorothy Spencer, former partner of Barbara Wil- 
liams, will devote full time to the management of 
the Beachcombers. 


Did Dorothy Cummings marry and become Dorothy 
Spencer? Or perhaps divorce and reclaim her maiden 
name? 


Kodiak Mirror, April 13, 1962. 

To whom it may concern, I will not be responsible 
for any debts incurred by the Village Bar - after 
April 1, 1962. Barbara M. Williams. 


Kodiak Mirror, March 22, 1963. 

Jinny Wilson announced this week that she is now 
sole owner of theVillage Bar, having bought out 
the Danny Ennslin’s interest. Jinny is also owner 
of the Inlet Bar in Kenai but now makes her home 
in Kodiak which she calls “My corner of the 


world.” 
GINNY'S Ly] 


VILLAGE BAR 


[yj Only Place in Town 
with Miniature Bowling! 


Kodiak Mirror, August 30, 1963. 


B&B BAR 


Valdez Daily Prospector, March 22, 1915. 

PD. Blodgett and Jack Blinn, members of the well- 
known business firm at Kodiak, and several other 
points to the westward, were passengers on the 
Admiral Watson last night returning home after 
spending the winter in the states. Mr. Blodgett 
was very ill when he left Alaska last fall but re- 
ports he is fully recovered. He states that the can- 
nery operated by a company of which he is the 
head in Alaska will put up a capacity catch, as he 
believes the European war will result in a good 
market for canned salmon 


Blodett & Blinn had more business interests than their 
saloon. 


Kodiak Mirror, July 12, 1940. 

2 New Bars Open 

By coincidence two new cocktail bars opened on 
Tuesday of this week. First to open was the Idle 
Hour Bar, operated by Frank and Myrtle Kempton, 
in the location of the former Log Waffle Shop. 
Tuesday afternoon saw the inauguration of the 
B & B, operated by Jesse and George Blinn 


» fformerly Blan’s Pool Hall 


TARACCO 


Kodiak, 
Alaska . < 
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ARCTIC THUNDER - 2022 


by J.D. Williams 


After an absence since 2018, the 2020 show being 
cancelled because of the Covid pandemic, the Arctic 
Thunder biennial air show returned to Joint Base 
Elmendorf Richardson (JBER) on July 30 and 31, 
2022. The show featured the U.S. Air Force 
Thunderbirds, the U.S. Army SOC Parachute Demo 
Team “The Black Daggers,” the U.S. Air Force Band 
of the Pacific, and various other air and ground dis- 
plays. Some aircraft were available for walkthroughs 
and two hangers were filled with displays of military 
equipment and information booths. Various commer- 
cial and military booths lined the side of the airstrip 
between the hangars and other structures and air- 
craft that were on display at the edge of the runway. 
There was also a grassy area with a band platform 
and a kids zone for face painting and playing on in- 
flatable slides and vehicles based on a military theme. 
Additional military booths were scattered among the 
aircraft and aircraft equipment that were on display. 


For the collector of challenge coins the show itself 
always presents a challenge. From military booth 
operators that I questioned it appears that they typi- 
cally only allocate 50 to 300 challenge coins per mili- 
tary booth for the show. Although those numbers 
presumably far exceed the number of challenge coin 
collectors who attend the show, the challenge coins 
are also purchased by the general public as souvenirs 
of the show along with tee shirts and other items on 
display at the booths. So even attending the show at 
its opening on the first day is unlikely to result in the 
ability for collectors to obtain one each of the chal- 
lenge coins that are for sale. 


We have all experienced a fair amount of inflation in 
the past couple years and the air show was no ex- 
ception, although there was still no admission charge 
and parking was free. A couple of the booths charged 


a record price of $25 each for their challenge coins 
whereas other units charged $8 to $20 for theirs. 


—cE sd, 


LifeMed Alaska was at the 
other end of the scale and 
gave out its coin free to 
members and past mem- 
bers of the military. 


SERVIGES —__— 


Some units had more than one type of challenge coin 
on sale. For example, JBER Fire & Emergency Ser- 
vices had both a badge shaped coin and an ax shaped 
“coin.” I asked if the ax one was really used as a 
challenge coin and the booth operator responded that 
“Yes, it was,” as some fire fighters prefer it as it is 
more emblematic of what they do. 


v\ ed NieS 


The 90% AMU 


aptor Maintenance had for sale not 
only a challenge coin with a pair of dice and a raptor 
encircled by a couple of 
wrenches, but also a red 
and white gambling chip 
with a silhouette of a rap- 
tor over an outline map of 
Alaska, the latter being 
used as a golf ball 
marker. 
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ARCTIC THUNDER - 2022, cont. 


The Alaska Air National Guard had two coins for sale 
at the show, one for the 168th Air Refueling Sq. and 
the other for the 217 Rescue Squadron. 


ABULIDOG \ 
IN THE HOUSE? 
Tereetren fF 


i} 


7 


As in past years, challenge coins were of all different 
shapes (the ax mentioned above being the most un- 
usual coin). There were two paw print challenge coins 
for sale, one for the 525 Bull Dogs and the other for 
the 732‘ Air Mobility Sq., the Lead Dogs of the PAC. 


Several units, such as the 355 AMU from Eielson 
AFB, had challenge coins that also served as bottle 
openers. 


The Firebirds 517th Airlift Sq. had a challenge coin in 
the shape of the map of Alaska celebrating 80 years 
of service from 1940 to 2020, each coin being serial 
numbered in the center. 


Another unusual shape is the bull’s head “coin” of 
the 673d Civil Engineering Squadron 


The coin for JBER’s 3d Operations Support Sq is the 
head of a wolf with the slogans on the back “Hunters 
of the North” and “Send in the Wolf.” 


Spinning wheels with various prizes denoted on them 
were a popular feature of several booths, where per- 
sons attending the show were invited to spin the wheel 
and win whatever prize was indicated by the marker 
when the wheel stopped. Raising Cane’s_restau- 
rants had such a wheel at which I won a card similar 
to a gift card that says “Enjoy a Box Combo On US 
Cane’s Chicken Fingers” and shows a picture of a 
box lunch. At the Shockwave Trampoline Park booth 
a spin of the wheel resulted in the award of a glossy 
card stock pass good for “One Free Hour of Jump- 
ing!” A wheel spin at another booth resulted in a tee 
shirt that apparently indicates that I am now drug free 
or progressing in that direction. 


JBER is already advertising Arctic Thunder 2024, so 
easy access to some more challenge coins should 
await us in two more years. 


Editors Note: Space limitations do not allow us to 
show the 30 or so challenge coins that were available 
at this year’s Arctic Thunder. Most coins are shown 
at a reduced size. 
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KODIAK TOKENS & MEDALS FOR SALE 


AMERICAN LEGION 
Robert G Blair Post #17 
Mixed drink, white on red plas. 12.00 


MECCA BAR, $1.00, B-9b 12.00 


seeee <o =~ 


SOLLY’S 
Good for one Snort, B-13a 8.00 
As above, Seward & Kodiak, B-13b 3.00 B& B BAR (see page 97) 


: ; Good for one booze or beer, gold on blue 


plastic 10.00 
BEACHCOMBERS 
BROWN BEAR BUS LINE 


Good for Return Fair, B-Tla, XF+ 45.00 


US NAVAL AIR BASE, 


Carpenters Local 2162, B-15a, B-T2a, ; ; : 
a nice ALL wath lukice 195.00 numbered silver and brass 45.00 


numbered silver only 40.00 


MARINE ENLISTED CLUB unnumbered brass only 8.00 


BLAIRSVILLE LASER STATION, 


5¢, B-7all 10.00 j 
25¢, B-7cll 15.00 Arcade token, *82 5.00 
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KODIAK TOKENS & MEDALS FOR SALE 


BPOE ELKS 1772 (presumably drink tokens) SMOKWA SHELL INC. Seafood, 


1974, 25th anniv., Elks convention 
copper nickel 10.00 


SOLLY’S OFFICE (see page 96) 
Alaska Earthquake, set of 3: #’d copper 


and alum., un-#’d alum. 20.00 
Plywood Palace Days, set of 3; 

copper, brass, alum. 20.00 
Cry of the Wild Ram, set of 3; 

copper, brass, alum. 20.00 
I am an Alcoholic 15.00 


1987, Elks convention, bronze 10.00 SOLLY’S OFFICE/BEACHCOMBERS 


HENRY’S SPORTS CAFE 


set of 3; scalloped copper, brass, alum. 20.00 


SOLLY’S ALASKA 
Earthquake 1964-1994, brass 10.00 


SOLLY’S 


ALASKA 


set of 4; square plastic, white on red, 


green, blue and black. 20.00 
$4 drink, 1994, brass SOLLY’S KODIAK 
SHIP BAR (see page 94) Asa 
Rain check, gold on red plastic 12.00 OS 
IDLAK 
PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE AS 


WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU 
CAN PAY UPON RECEIPT AND 
ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. Rain Check, good for one drink, alum. 8.00 
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KODIAK TOKENS & MEDALS FOR SALE 


SPANKY’S BEACHCOMBER KITCHEN stop _N 
aie, / : Me | DA ¥ 


Stop at the Village, rain check, white 
on red octagonal plastic, xx mm 10.00 


$1 in trade, Gold on black plastic 8.00 


TONY’S 


Village Bar on the Mall, good for a 
snort, rain check, 1970 the big year, 
aluminum 5.00 


KODIAK, 
ALASKA 
* i 


FATHER HERMAN CANONIZATION 


$, good for one drink, brass 10.00 . Non! 24 ap 


VILLAGE (BAR) 


on, ¥ Re 2 
JUBILEE Ny 
bev ae 
ASKA 


Holy Father Herman, Pray for Us, 
CN and brass 15.00 
Brass only 8.00 


Village Bar/Mall, gold on black plas. 10.00 FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF ANCHORAGE 


Stop at the Village, red octagonal Grand opening, Kodiak branch 1969, 
plastic, xx mm 12.00 The Fisherman’s Bank, brz. 8.00 


MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN STOCK. 
PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU 
CAN PAY UPON RECEIPT AND ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 
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KODIAK TOKENS & MEDALS FOR SALE 


KING CRAB FESTIVAL KODIAK POLICE 


1967 Purchase Centennial, 175th Challenge coin, enameled, sil. color 15.00 


Anniversary. Brass $5 each/5 for $15 
— KODIAK INN 


| 
| 
| 
1974, Community Unity, CN + Brs. 

numbered (10) 15.00 


Gourmet dining 
relaxing lounge 


Box 1547 - Kodiak, Alaska - Telephone 486-5712 


Introductory Cocktail, brown on pink, 
108 x 58mm (shown reduced) 20.00 


FT. GREELY CHITS 


1975, Salute to Spring, CN + Brs. 
numbered (10) 15.00 


KODIAK BICENTENNIAL 


NCO Open Mess 
5¢, 10¢, 25¢, B-lal,bI,cl paper 20.00 
5¢ and 25¢, B-lal and B-Icl, paper 10.00 
5¢ and 25¢, B-lall and B-1cll, card. 10.00 
All of the above chits are punch cancelled. Pages of 


1976? but appears to be for the American 
Revolution Bicentennial CN + Brs., 


numbered (10) 20.00 5 chits with the word “cancelled” punch in are avail- 
As above, CN + brs. not numbered. 15.00 able. 
As above, CN only, unnumbered 10.00 5¢ and 25¢ pages, paper (2 pages) 50.00 


As above, but .999 silver, .830z. 30.00 5¢ and 25¢ pages, cardboard (2 pages) 40.00 
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ELMENDORFAFB TOKENS FT. RICHARDSON TOKENS 


CIVILIAN CLUB OFFICERS OPEN MESS 
Siam . — 


5¢, 10¢, 25¢ and $1, B-1 a,b,c,fall BU 18.00 


NCO OPEN MESS 


-_ 


50¢, B-2a, crudely holed. 10.00 
$1, B-2bI 10.00 


CHALLENGE COIN 


$1 aluminum, B-2a? (too many types) 6.00 
$1, brass, B-2b? (too many types) 6.00 


bronze, 40mm, with enamel . 8.00 


ero tan TRADES ae FT. RICHARDSON, FT. GREELY, 
MAD TS ee FT. WAINWRIGHT CHALLENGE COINS 


* ELMENDORE J 
AFB 


$2, aluminum, B-2c 8.00 


$2, blue aluminum, B-2d 8.00 

$2, gold aluminum, B-2e 8.00 7 
MOST TOKENS ARE ONE ONLY IN 
STOCK. 
PRICES ARE PLUS SHIPPING. WE 
WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL. YOU 
CAN PAY UPON RECEIPT AND 
ADD THE ACTUAL POSTAGE. 


6th Infantry Division (light) brz. 40mm 8.0 
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